
Steering Committee Meeting Minutes

The meeting was held from 6:30 to 7 p.m. at North Clarendon Baptist Church on 
January 9, 2012

*Discussion about sub-committees and who should chair them:

-Schools: Co-Chair Linda Cook with potential Co-Chair Angela Hale. (Angela 
subsequently confirmed she’d agreed to co-chair).

-Code Enforcement: Marti Minor

-Police: Chair Estelle Ford-Williamson; discussion about possible event called "Give 
an Hour" for community volunteering; discussion about separating Community 
Outreach as its own sub-committee

-Community Outreach: Chair Christi Buss

-Government: Chair Anne Blair; discussion about where to spend time, Avondale only
or DeKalb County as well; Anne will try to determine what is most beneficial and 
appropriate to our area

-Alliance Administration: discussion about making this a possible committee, but no 
chair named

*Discussion about possible officers for Alliance; Marti Minor led the nomination 
process and agreed to present to the community:

-Chair: Estelle Ford-Williamson

-Vice-Chair: Anne Blair

-Secretary: Jessica Vazquez



First Annual Meeting, Avondale-Rockbridge Civic Alliance
North Clarendon Baptist Church

The meeting convened at 7:05 p.m. with Estelle Ford-Williamson leading. Thanks 
were given to Panera Bread of Northlake for donating delicious refreshments.

*Introductions: Attendees introduced themselves, and Steering Committee members 
and chairs of committees discussed what they will be doing. 

*Some discussion about the 2011 happenings, crime incidents, etc. Nirmesh Shah of 
Village at Avondale reported positive happenings since the large community meeting 
with James Carmichael, owner of Oak Forest apartments. (The neighborhood watches
in the Civic Alliance sponsored the meeting with Carmichael, also held at N. 
Clarendon Baptist Church, on August 22.) Celebratory gunfire had been an ongoing 
problem every New Year’s Eve and July 4. Nirmesh worked closely with Carmichael, 
who enhanced the complex’s private police patrols throughout New Year’s Eve and 
New Year’s morning, resulting in no gunfire during that time.

*Introduction of possible bylaws for new Alliance

-Explanation of steering committee

-Discussion about where community information is/should be kept and updated 
(Facebook/Avondale Rockbridge community, http://www.i-neighbors.org, Nextdoor 
Avondale-Rockbridge)

-Motion to adopt bylaws by Marti Minor and seconded by Christi Buss.

-Majority was in favor.

*Potential officers introduced

-Chairperson: Estelle Ford-Williamson; Vice-Chair: Anne Blair; Secretary: Jessica 
Vazquez

-Motion to elect this slate of officers by Mary Civille and seconded by Marti Minor.

-Majority was in favor.

*Additional discussion of neighborhood issues

-Gunshots on New Years Eve: there was gunfire at Oak Forest the next afternoon; on 
New Year’s Eve, around the rest of the neighborhood, there was definitely gunfire, but
not in concentrated groups as there was last year. Requests had been made to police 
re: Avondale Middle. A police helicopter flew over before midnight; there were no 
large gunfire sounds as there’d been for years before.



-Avondale city police jurisdiction. Some neighbors reported seeing additional patrols 
in our area.

-Dekalb police--better response times and presence lately were noted. Both these were
seen as being better since the Neighborhood Watches and Rep. Karla Drenner 
cooperated to hold a Community Crime meeting on Nov. 1, also at the North 
Clarendon Baptist Church.

-Homeless buggy lady: Estelle requested any wanting to work on a long-term solution
for the woman, probably involving a complex investigation of housing 
alternatives and strategies, to contact her.

-Katrina spoke to the issue of being proactive to lurkers in the neighborhood—asking 
them where they were going, what’s their purpose in being there, and making them 
aware we are looking out for illicit activity. 

-Richard Williamson spoke in favor of new county commissioner candidate Steve 
Bradshaw as possible better choice for our community. Info on his campaign kickoff 
was handed out.

The meeting adjourned at 8:10, and refreshments and personal discussions continued.
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