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If You’re on Vacation 

 Put the lights in your home on 
automatic timers.  

 Stop your mail and newspaper 
delivery. 

 Ask a trusted neighbor, relative, 
or friend to watch your home 
and leave your contact infor-
mation with them.  

 Be cautious of your purse and/
or wallet in public areas. 

 Never leave valuables in plain 
sight in your vehicle, put them 
in your trunk. 

 Don’t keep your luggage in your 
vehicle while staying in a hotel 
or motel. 

 If you have house guests, let 
them know about your security 
precautions and make sure they 
follow them. 

 If you’re traveling for a few 
days, ask your neighbor to shov-
el snow, pick up the mail and 
newspapers and park in the 
driveway once in a while. 
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HOLIDAY SAFET Y TIPS  

 

 

The Holiday Season is prime time for criminal activi-

ty.  Shoppers and Residences become easy targets for 

burglars and robbers.   

This holiday season, don’t let the spirit of giving lull 

you into giving burglars, robbers, purse snatchers, 

and pickpockets the opportunity to do their dirty 

work.  The following are some safety tips that will 

help to prevent you from becoming a victim.  

Best wishes for the New Year! 

North  Central Precinct Crime Prevention Unit 
 

 

 

With all the excitement, we sometimes tend to 

forget that criminals love the holidays too, but 

not for the same reasons we do. 

https://www.facebook.com/ @DeKalbCountyPD https://nextdoor.com/agency/dekalb-county-police-department/ 



If You’re Out For the Evening 

 Turn on lights and a radio or 
television.   This gives the im-
pression that someone is at 
home. 

 Remember to check to see if all 
entry points:  doors—garage, 
sliding or French, and windows 
are closed and locked.  Do this 
even if you are only going to be 
gone “for just a few minutes”.  

 Don’t display any gifts or valua-
bles where they can be ob-
served from the outside. 

 Don’t broadcast your plans 
beyond family and very close 
friends.  Children, particularly 
teenagers, should be cautioned 
about making your plans 
known. 

 Have your car keys in hand 
when walking to your vehicle.  
These can be used as a weap-
on, if necessary.  Look under 
your vehicle as you approach 
it.  Check to see if there are 
emergency call boxes in the 
parking lots. 

 

If You’re Shopping 

 Try to park in a well lighted 

parking space. 

 Avoid carrying large amounts  
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 of cash.  Pay for purchases with 

a check or credit card when 

possible. 

 Don’t overburden yourself with 

packages.  Try to move your 

vehicle to another parking 

space if you need to make ad-

ditional purchases in the same 

shopping area. 

 Deter pickpockets by carrying 

your wallet in your breast 

pocket. Avoid putting your 

wallet in your back pants pock-

et. Consider a money clip. 

 Deter purse snatchers by carry-

ing your purse close to your 

body, not dangling by the 

straps. 

 Use only ATM’s in well lighted 

areas.  While using the ma-

chine look in the mirrors so you 

can see if anyone is approach-

ing.  Use of ATM’s located in-

side businesses or malls should 

be considered. 

Don’t Become a Victim 

 Always be attentive to your surroundings before enter-
ing and exiting your vehicle or home.  

 Be cautious of scams people selling items in the park-
ing lots. 

 Use the buddy system when shopping, especially after 
dark. 

 If you’re being followed in your vehicle, do not stop.  
Drive to the nearest Police station or crowded area 
and dial 911. Teach children, particularly teenag-

ers, what to do if they become lost or 

separated.  Have a plan! 

At Home 

 Immediately after the holidays, 
mark new gifts with a consistent 
ID number or name (i.e. street 
number, birthdate or name ini-
tials). 

 Use only fire resistant ornaments 
on your tree and make sure lights 
are in good working order.   Don’t 
leave the lights on overnight or 
when you are out. 

 Never burn gift wrappings in your 
fireplace. 

 Beware of package deliveries 
where couriers have the “wrong” 
address.  Write down tag num-
bers or any identifying infor-
mation of suspicious delivery 
attempts. 

 Be wary of strangers coming to 
the door  asking  for charitable 
donations.  They may be taking 
advantage of people’s generosity 
during the holidays to start a 
charity that only benefits them.  
Ask for identification, how the 
funds are used, if contributions 
are tax deductible. If you aren’t 
satisfied with the answers, don’t 
give.  Instead help charitable 
organizations you know. 


